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No. 1 RADIO SCHOOL 50th ANNIVERSARY | l

NUMBER ONE RADIO SCHOOL has a proud history which
has its origin in the days even before the Royal Air Force
itself was formed. My own modest contribution to this story
was as an Aircraft Apprentice on the 50th Entry at Cranwell
from 1945 to 1948. I have many happy memories of that time
and I know that I owe much to the School and its dedicated
staff of the day. I believe that the effectiveness of the all-round
training given by the School throughout the whole of the time
that it has existed, can be directly measured by the successes
achieved, both within and outside the service, by so many of its
former trainees.

I applaud the initiative of the School in publishing this book-
let, which tells an important but little known story in the parallel
development of the Royal Air Force and the complex world of
electronics.

I send my best wishes to the School on its fiftieth birthday.

Marshal of the Royal Air Force

Sir Keith Williamson
GCBAFC
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REMINISCENCES OF A
CRAN WELL APPRENTICE

mmm
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Air Marshal Sir Eric Dunn KCB CB BEM MRAeS RAF

s 579751 Aircraft Apprentice E C Dunn of
the 7M3 (48th) Entry, L arrived at No. 1 Ra-
dio School in March 1944. The School was
then based at RAF Cranwell and had just
been reborn to reflect the growing impor-
tance of radar, which, together with the tra-
ditional specialisations of electrical and
wireless, made up the task of the new Ra-
dio School. These facts were, however,
completely lost on the 70 teenagers com-
prising the latest entry of apprentices as we
assembled on the parade ground. Of much
more significance to us in those early
months of our life in the RAF was the mas-
sive expanse of that parade ground, the
stark gauntness of the lines of red brick bar-
rack blocks, the interminable cold and the
wait for the next meal that hardly satisfied
our growing appetites. Indeed it is the
memory of the apparent mundane rather
than the esoteric of radio training that lin-
gers with me today.

One of my earliest recollections is of act-
ing as escort to two senior apprentices ac-
cused of stealing a Blenheim aircraft. I re-
member little of their evidence; I was much
more concerned with not dropping my rifle
and bayonet, but apparently the rigours of
apprentice training had got too much for
them and sunny Spain seemed a better bet.
Unfortunately for them they could not get
the second engine started and they were
speedily removed to airman training.

In fact, discipline in the Apprentice Wing
was strict but not overbearing. Great reli-
ance was placed on the hierarchical struc-
ture within the apprentice system with the
sergeant apprentice, corporal and leading
apprentices keeping firm but fair control
over the junior entries. It is clear to me now

that this internal control system gave excel-
lent early training in self confidence, man
management and military discipline which
stood all apprentices in good stead when
they eventually passed out into the Air
Force.

My memories of our routine within No.
1 Radio School are as sparse as the barrack
rooms themselves. Each housed 30 appren-
tices with 30 Macdonald beds, 30 steel wall
lockers, two trestle tables and acres of lino-
leum. The notorious Macdonald bed, with
its solid metal frame supporting a thin
three piece horse hair mattress was never
as uncomfortable as its description, and
reputation, implied. The linoleum was a
different matter. This had to be kept witha
mirror-like finish. Experience over many
years of ‘Bull’ nights devised the optimum
method of achieving this with minimum
sweatand time. A 30 man snake with pads
of old blankets under each foot moved in
unison from side to side chanting negro
spirituals, (with RAF words), first with
polish on the pads and then with clean pol-
ishing pads. 30 minutes later the job was
complete, but from thence on to inspection
time the next morning everyone walked
with pads under their feet.

Reveille by the apprentice bugler was
followed in quick succession by bed strip-
ping, mattress stacking, blanket folding,
floor polishing, ablution cleaning, breakfast
(best forgotten) and then working parade.
This latter was a serious and polished exer-
cise with the Wing pipe band and plenty of
swank to show the airmen just how it
should be done. We marched downasa
Wing to the Radio Block, colloquially
known as the TajMahal, which was the
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The Programme
for the Passing-
Out Parade of
the é64th Entry of
Aircraft
Apprentices

No. I RADIO SCHOOL.
ROYAL AIR FORCE

Dassing-Out Darade

OF THE 64th ENTRY OF

Aircraft Apprentices

REVIEWING OFFICER |

Air Marshal Sir John Whitworth Jones
KCB, CB.E !
Air Member for Supply and Organisation, Air Ministry

LOCKING i6th DECEMBER 1952

Programme
Spectators are requested to be seated on the mamn Parade Ground
by 14.00 hours.
Ttem. Tune. Remarks.

1 14.00 Parade, less No. 64 Entry, advances on markers.

2. 14.05 No 64 Entry advances on markers

3. 1415 The Reviewing om:n and Reoepmn Party amive
at the Parade the General Salute,

Inspection and MazchPucofNa.uEmry

4 14.45 The Parade marches off. Awcraft Apprentices of
No. 64 Entry proceed to Instructional Workshops.

5 14.50 The Reviewing Officer leaves the Parade Ground
to inspect No. 64 Entry in Instructional Work-
shops.

6. 15.15 Staff, visitors, and all entries of Aurcraft Applu
tices other than No 64 Entry proceed to the
Assembly Hall in No 2 Shed.

7 15.30 The Reviewing Officer proceeds to the Assembly
Hall in No. 2 Shed to recetve a report on No. 64
Entry by the Officer Commanding No. 1 Radio
School, to present prizes and to address the
Apprentices.

8. 16.05 Tea will be served for guests of No. 64 Entry of
Aurcraft Apprentices in the Apprentices Institute,

9 16.05 Tea will be provided for the Reviewing Officer,

Reception Party and invited guests in the Officers’
ess.

10.  16.05—18.00 School open for inspection by visitors.

The Occasion

Today’s Parade and I marks the l of
their trasung by fifty-eight aircraft apprentsces of No. 64 Entry who
jouned the Wing mn January, 1950.

Thes is the first Aircraft Apprentice Passing-Out Parade to be held '
at R.A.F. Locking; the Apprentice Wing which has been at Cranwell
since 1929 having re-formed at Locking on 1st December, 1952

Included i this Passing-Out Entry are eighteen apprentices of the
Royal Pakstan At Force These are the first Pakistan Aircraft Appren.
tices to have completed radso traning with the Royal Arr Force.

Today, No. 64 Entry parade with the Apprentice Wing for the last
time before passing mto the Royal Awr Force as qualtfied tradesmen n
the trades of Air Radio Fitter or Ground Radar Fitter They will shortly
be posted to Service units to commence themr duties.

On this parade, of which a more detailed form 1s given overlea, the
aircraft apprentices of No 64 Entry make up two fights.,

After the final General Salute, the aircraft apprentices of the 64th
Entry widl march off parade in slow time in their last ceremonsal act as
aircraft apprentices,

As they leave the Parade, the remainder of the Apprentice Wing will
present arms as 2 tnbute to the pasung-out entry. The new senior
apprentices take command and the parade will march past the reviewmg
officer and disperse. !

The Officers and N.C.Os. of the Wing do not take part in the
Parade.

Parade State

Commanding the Apprentice Wing Sergeant Am:raft Apprentice
DESCOMBE P G

No 1 Flight Commander] Pasung Sergeant Alrcraf( Apprcmxcc
Out LIS,
No 2 Flight Commander) Entry  Sergeant Am:ra(t A prentlce '
HMORE G E
Parade Warrant Officer — Corporal Axrcmft Ag{;\r{en&cc
I
Commanding Junior Entnes —  Sergeant Arrcraft Apprenhce
WORTHY,P T G
“A” Squadron
Commanding —  Sergeant Alrcrait Apprcnhce
DFREY, W R
Fhght Commanders — Corporal Aucmit Apprentices
McINTOSH W R
TURNBULL, P F
B’ Squadron SMITH, G
Commanding — Scrgeant Alrcra(t Apprentice
TS
Fhght Commanders — Corporal Alrcraft Apprermces
CARTER R A
BAKER, W T
“C"* Squadron KIME A B
Commanding — Corporal Aircraft Apprenﬂce
ISSONS, T B

Flight Commanders -
“D’ Squadron
Commanding —

Fhght Commanders —

Commandm, Officer s Orderlics —

No 5 Roval wir Force Regional
g —

By pormissem of the A Council
No 1 Radin School Apprentices
Band —_

Officiitm, Chaplain Prize gning —

Corporal Alrcraft Apprentlc('s
SMIT;

L B
RENNISON, | H
DANIELS B A
Scrgeant Arrcraft Apprentice
ISON G M
Carporal Aircraft Apprentices
JONFS B P

McVIE |
MILI FRSHIP R I
Corporal Aman \pprentices
A[eVIT ]
SCO11 N
WATKINS K R.

Dircetor
1Lt FHR I\\H’Ol.' \'F

T Sgt McCUTCHTON
Ih¢ Rev D C MAULE
JOHNSTONE
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Sequence of the Parade

1. March On, Jusior Entries.

At 1400 hours the three Squadrons, less the Passing Out Eatry,
march on parade and form up in line of Squadrons m close column
of flights

BAND—"Highland Ladde.”

2. March On, Passing Out Entry.

At 1405 hours the Passing Out Entty march on parade and
form up 1n hne, in front of the Squadrons.

BAND—‘Ear] of Mansfield.”

8. Arrival of the Reviewing Officer.

At 1415 hours the Reviewing Officer arrives at the Saluting Base
accompanied by:—

AIR MARSHAL SIR VICTOR E. GROOM, KB.E,C.B.,,DF.C
(Axx Oficer Commanding 1 Chief Technical Traiming Command)

AIR COMMODORE B. D. NICHOLAS, C.B.E
(Au Officer Commandmng No. 27 Group)

GROUP CAPTAIN A. T. MONKS
(Officer Commanding No. 1 Rate School)

WING COMMANDER 1. E. HILL
(Officer Commanding No 1 Apprentice Wing).

Satory Spectatoxs stand whilst the Reviewing Officer is escorted to the
luting

Fanfare—Haydn Wood.

4  Genersl Salute,

salThePnndereceivstheRevigwthﬁmwﬂthm
ute.

Spectators stand.
BAND—"‘General Salute.”

5. Inspection.
The Reviewing Officer mspects the Passing Out Entry
BAND—“‘Pageantry "
The Reviewmng Officer returns to the Saluting Base

6 March Past. The Pasmg Out Eatry forms up on the nght flank in
readiness to March P:

BAND—""Standard of St. George."
“R A F. March.”
The Passing Out Entry re-forms on the Reviewing Base

7. Advance in Review Order,

The Apprentice Wmng advances m review order, halts and
presents arms m General Salute,

BAND—"'The Royal Air Force Advance.”
“‘General Salute.”
Spectators stand,

8. The Paming Out Entry Marches Off.
No 64 Entry marches off parade in siow time
BAND—"'Auld Lang Syne "

9. The Apprentice Wing uudn. Past.

Under the command of the new senior aircraft apprentices, the
Apprentice Wing forms close column by Squadrons on the nght
flank to march past and subseqnen!]y marches off to dismiss on
Squadron Parade Grounds.

BAND—"nghla.nd Ladde "
Piper's Cave

“‘Scotland The Brave
“‘High Road to Gaulock.”

L

Prize-Giving

Addre~s by the Officer Commanding No. 1 Radio School.

Presentation of Pnzes and Awards by

AIR MARSHAL SIR JOHN WHITWORTH JONES
KCB, CBE

Address by the Reviewing Officer.
Prayers

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

A Cadetship has been awarded in the General Duties Branch to —
S/A/A BIDDESCOMBE, P. G.

THE PRIZES

Apprentices’ Endowment Trustee Prize—S'A/A BIDDESCOMBE, P.G.
Technical Subjects.— ’

Air Radio Fitters S/A/A ELLIS, J.
Ground Radar Fitters L/A A BUTTERWORTH, N. W.
Highest Educational Marks * S/A/A ELLIS, J.
General Service Subjects C/A/A CHERRETT, J. F.
Highest Aggregate Marks S/A/A ELLIS, J.

WING TROPHY

Victor Ludorum Trophy C/A/A HOBSON, F.

A brief history of Aircraft Apprentice Signals Training

In 1922 the first Aircraft Apprentices to be selected for Signals
duties entered the Royal Air Force and commenced training at the
Electrical and Wireless School. The School was then located at
Fl de near Winch and was d to train all trad
required for the maintenance and operation of Signals equipments.
The Aircraft Apprentices were trained as Wireless Operator Mechanics,

In August, 1920, the Electrical and Wireless School moved to
Cranwell, and in the pre-war expansion of the Royal Air Force became
No. 1 Radio School, concentrating solely on traming of Signals
personnel. In 1950, No. 6 Radio School was formed at Cranwell with
responsibility for radio training of Aircraft Apprentices only. On the
1st December, 1952, No. 6 Radio School was disbanded at Cranwell
and reformed at Locking as No 1 Apprentice Wing, No 1 Radio School.

Early entries of Aircraft Apprentices were tramed to operate and
maintain all Signals and Electrical Equipment used by the Royal Air
Fm,bod:mtbemmdond-egxmmd Theum-mgeunplexny

and wide range of Signals eqn dually made it
train the Signals Aircraft A in Segnaly mai duﬁucnly,
the electrical and L being amigned to other suitably

trained airmen Inhmbmmemrywm}\msﬁAppum
specifically for Ground or Air Signals maintenance duties. Of the Ar-
craft Apprentices passing out to-day, approximately half have been
trained as Ground Radar Fitters and half as Air Radio Fitters.

On leaving us today for their new Units, the G4th Entry will be
joining a sefect band of highly qualified radio technicians  Since the
first Aircraft Apprentice passed out at Flowerdown in 1925, 4,600 have
successfully completed Signals training and of these over 1,000 have
been selected for and granted commissions, several now holding air rank.

WING COLOURS

The following Apprentices of 64th Entrv have been awarded Wing
Colours 1n the sports shown:—

BASKET BALL HOCKEY RUGBY
~ A Biddiscombe €\ Batt €\ Hobeon
\A Harvey CA Gukkhar

T\ Nagui
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF RAF LOCKING

Royal Air Force Locking has been a training school
since it opened in 1939. Although the Station has
remained open continuously since then, activities were
considerably reduced for two years in the late 1940s
until the second great phase in the Station’s history

began with the arrival of No. 1 Radio School.
I

RAF LOCKING 1939-1945

Wi

n 2nd January 1939 a small party of seven
officers formally opened 5 School of Tech-
nical Training at Locking, under the tempo-
rary command of Wing Commander
Glaisher DFC. From March until April the
Station’s strength grew to over 1700 Serv-
icemen and 11 civilian education officers.
The Station formed itself into three wings;
No. 1 Wing trained Fabric Workers and
Parachute Packers and Nos. 2 and 3 Wing
trained Flight Mechanics and Flight Riggers
respectively.

During the war years the Station saw in-
tense enemy aircraft activity with some
fourteen bombs landing near the camp, in-
cluding incendiaries on Hutton Hill. By
March 1943 the Station seemed to have set-
tled down sufficiently for the following
statement to be made, “No. 55 of TT is de-
voted to the training of Flight Mechanics
Airframe and Engines, Fitters Marine and
Carpenters Boat Builder. Four workshops
covering an area of 50,400 square feet. Four
Bellman hangars each covering 6648 square
feet. Total output since formation of unit :
30,682.”

Wartime Locking was a huge establish-
ment. There were several thousand airmen
and sailors under training and when a Sta-
tion parade was called nearly six thousand
personnel would be assembled on the

_

Square. It is interesting to note that in Sep-
tember 1943 Saturday afternoon games was
changed to PT spread throughout the week
to reduce wear and tear on the Station’s
sports grounds.

Itis also worth mentioning that the Bris-
tol Beaufighter aircraft was assembled at a
Shadow Factory, which was situated di-
rectly opposite RAF Locking at the old Bris-
tol Aerojets site. It was called a Shadow
Factory because it was a shadow of the
main factory at Bristol. You may have won-
dered why the A371 Locking Road is wider
between the Station and Weston airfield
than any other part of the road. The reason
is the Beaufighter was towed down the
road to the airfield before taking off to its fi-
nal destination. Altogether 5564
Beaufighters were built in Great Britain, the
majority of these being built in the Shadow
Factories at Locking and Winterstoke. This
aircraft was the first to use a radar to track
an enemy, and in November 1940, Squad-
ron Leader ] Cunningham and Sergeant ]
Phillipson of 604 Squadron, were the first to
shoot down an enemy aircraft on the basis
of radar information. The Bristol Beaufort,
a torpedo bomber which saw service in
Coastal Command, was also assembled at
these Shadow factories, and the last aircraft
type to be built there was the Hawker Tem-
pest Mk IL

1943% 1993
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The original offer to
RAF Locking of the
Freedom of Entry to
the Borough.

29th June 1956

_

A BRIEF HISTORY OF RAF LOCKING

POST WORlD WAR II

i

0. 5 School of Technical Training was fi-
nally closed on 15th May 1950 and ten days
later RAF Locking was transferred to No.
27 Group of Training Command and be-
came the home of No. 1 Radio School. On
29th December 1973, the Station became di-

%

rectly administered by Headquarters
Training Command, and subsequently the
Station came under the control of RAF Sup-
port Command on 13th June 1977, when
Training and Support Commands merged.

THE FREEDOM OF
WESTON-SUPER-MARE

e

s a reflection of great credit on the Station
and the high esteem in which the Borough
holds Locking, confirmation of the offer for
freedom of entry to the Borough was re-
ceived on 29th June 1956. The actual cer-
emony took place on 12th October 1956.
The parade comprised mainly the trainees
of No. 1 Radio School.

AL Borotcer or Wesion stpeErR-Magre

2 'P
ﬁegg S Hows

L «rowo T6/125/11/6 Yona, safies Hve
20th Jure, 1950.

Dear Group Captain Bloir~(liphent,

~reecon of Entry to tne Borough

e Council, at .hear
recommencation of

Iampl sed to anform you hat b

leetang on : oncay 1a3t, wamaosshy confimmed a

the appro p c Commtiee that a sPequ 1 atane of the Councal
be convene: a convenlent aay to be a by the lagor, to
nf or unon h Rny 1 atr Foros Statien at Lo ckmg and subject
of Lhe ¥ of State for dar,

“he Taber rty, ourm cAstinction of marehany through the
stre te of te Borongh upon all ceroronssl ooencions weth mwords
dravn, ba onets fixed, colowrs flylng, arums beatang ana oanas
Playng".

1 foel sure th ¢ you yourself yall welooms the proposal
s e for Air -1ll gront hus

should be griteful if you would
cssryp osch to bo made to the
e pr- lx.m).nary arrancererts for the

ot the
ay be mede between us.

cere.on; ¥

After consultation with the Lay s sugested that
the ceremory be held on Fraaa; y the 1% owb next con:meci.ng
an the morning, or if wiat d te shoula be inconvement to sou,
then Friday, the 12th Cotober, <ould be suatalle to ohe Gouneil.
Yours sincerel, ,
4 -
L
d
Towr Glark.

¥

aptain D. «n.Bloar-Ulaphamt, o +osp Bude,

H Gomuandmg .1 Radio Schocl,

P
f1cs
yl
OCh;

Ca

Air

s
eston-cuper— are.

l‘5’

Over one year earlier an article had ap-
peared in the ‘Mercury’ newspaper which
suggested that RAF Locking be added to
the roll of Honorary Freemen of the Bor-
ough. The article suggested that this was
the highest honour that a town could confer
and, in due course, would strengthen the
bond between the Town and the School.

Part of the Freedom of Entry gives RAF
Locking “the liberty, honour and distinc-
tion of marching through the streets of the
Borough upon all ceremonial occasions
with swords drawn, bayonets fixed, col-
ours flying, drums beating and bands play-
ing.”

Warrant Officer Reid recalls that the
early Freedom of Weston parades would
form up outside the railway station. They
would then march down Station Road past
the Town Hall, left down Regent Street at
the Odeon, right into the High Street (in the
days before it was a precinct), up Lower
Church Road past Grove Park, coming out
on the sea front by the Marine Lake. Then it
was along the sea front with the salute be-
ing taken at the Winter Gardens before re-
turning to the railway station via Oxford
Street. The whole thing was quite an endur-
ance test as they had the Lee Enfield .303 ri-
fle with an 18 inch bayonet (First World
War vintage).
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF RAF LOCKING

NAMING OF BARRACK

I

t may be of some interest to people to learn
how the twenty-one Barrack Blocks on this
Station came to get their names. In January
1968 the OC Admin Wing, Wing Com-
mander E H O’Toole, decided that the
naming of the barrack blocks would be
more aesthetically pleasing. More impor-
tant than this, the commemoration of our
Service’s heroes would have a beneficial ef-
fect on morale.

The intention was to name the twenty
one newly built airmens’ and apprentices’
barrack blocks after Victoria Cross holders
of the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Air
Force. The final list of names for the blocks
was drawn up in May 1968 and was as fol-
lows:

AIRMEN'S BLOCKS

Nicholson
Cruikshank
Lord
Robinson
Mottershead
Manser

Ball
Cheshire
Mannock

WXROND e W=

BlOCKS

I

APPRENTICE BLOCKS

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Garland
Cruikshank
Hawker
Scarf
Hannah
Gray
McCudden
Gibson
Bishop
Aaron
Jackson
Thompson

The four training blocks were also to
have been given names, but of famous peo-
ple associated with the development of
electronics :

1(T) Block - Marconi Block
(Inventor of radio telegraphy)
2(T) Block - Watson-Watt Block
(Development of radar)
3(T) Block - Faraday Block
(Many principles of electricity
and magnetism)
4(T) Block - Maxwell Block
(Electro-magnetic theory)
5(T) Block - Babbage Block

(Inventor of the computer)
Although there are pictures of these scientists and
engineers in each Block, the idea never caught on, and
today they are still known by their original titles as ‘T’
Blocks.

THE STATION CREST

Wy

he RAF Locking Station Crest is described
as “In front of a lighthouse a seagull alight-
ing upon a key fesswise wards downwards
and to the sinister”. The motto ‘Docemus’
may be translated “We teach” and the au-
thority for the crest came from Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth I in April 1977.

The seagull and lighthouse are taken

I

_

from the Crest in the Armorial Ensigns of
the Borough of Weston-super-Mare and
mark the close relationship between the
Station and the Borough. The key repre-
sents the key of knowledge and alludes to
the Station's primary taask, that of a techni-
cal training school preparing ground
tradesmen for service in the Royal Air
Force.

1043 3 1003
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THE VERPILLEUX PAINTINGS

THE VERPlllEUX PAINTINGS

Mmoo

11 visitors to the RAF Locking Officers’
Mess will have seen a number of paintings
which depict the various tasks that wireless
men had to undertake during World War
One. The majority of Locking personnel
know nothing of their significance, but
every ex-apprentice who remembers the
YMCA at Cranwell will recall the huge
paintings that were hung on the walls.

i

_

Captain in the Royal Flying Corps and a
Flight Lieutenant in the RAF, he was men-
tioned in dispatches in the First World War
and awarded an MBE. His death is re-
corded in “‘Who’s Who' on 10th September
1964.

The set comprises nine paintings. A port-
folio of copies was made in 1920, for which

Viscount Lord Trenchard wrote a Fore-
word. The Foreword is also exhibited in the
Officers’ Mess, and from it and other corre-
spondence we read thatin Lord
Trenchard’s opinion .. . “no part of the
Service made such giant strides or did so
much to help the Air come into its own
great power as did Wireless. Without Wire-
less the Air could never have played the
part thatitdid...”. Verpilleux's original pic-
tures were presented to the Officers” Mess,
Electrical and Wireless School, Flower-
down in 1919 and stayed with the School
down the years.

Antoine Emile Verpilleux,
MBE

Verpilleux can certainly be included in
the second rank of the world’s great artists,
having exhibited in the Royal Academy
and the French Salon. His works are hung
in many public galleries including the Brit-
ish Museum, Paris, New York, Ottawa,
Rome, Moscow, Liverpool, Manchester
and museums in Sweden and Japan. A

Wi

Viscount Lord HAVE been asked to write a brief foreword to accompany these reproductions
Trenchard's of nine pictures painted by Flight Lieutenant E. Verpilleux, MBE, and pre-
Foreword to a sented by the artist to the Officers' Mess of the Electrical and Wireless School,
Portfolio of Copies Royal Air Force, at Flowerdown, in July last year, to serve as a permanent and
made in 1920. visible record of the war work of the Wireless Section of the Royal Air Force.

1t is a pleasure to me do so, since I have had reason to be very sensible of the
vital part which “W/T” played and will always play in air warfare, and I think
that these reproductions will serve to make the distinguished record of the Wire-
less Section in the late war known to an even wider circle than hitherto, whilst
they should at the same time help to engender in future generations of wireless
personnel that esprit de corps and realisation of the high traditions bequeathed
them by their predecessors, which is the life blood of the service.

The Wireless Section owes a debt of thanks to Flight Lieutenant Verpilleux,
through whose skill and enthusiasm it has been fund possible to give effect to the
desire generally expressed to preserve in pictorial form some record of this most
important branch of the war activities of the Royal Air Force. Without intimate
first hand knowledge of the subject these pictures could not have been painted,
and the originators of the scheme have been singularly fortunate in securing the
services of one who is both a wireless officer and an artist, and who has in conse-
quence been able to perform his task with insight and sympathy.

C. 4.5

é M%"L
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A photograph of all
Commandants of
the School is shown
on the opposite

page
Wiy,
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COMMANDA;JTS

1916 - 1993
.

Electrical & Wireless School and

No.1 Radio School

Wing Commander ].B. Bowen, OBE 1916-21
Group Captain A.D. Warrington-Morris, CMG OBE 1921-25
Group Captain R.P. Ross, DSO AFC ADC 1925-28
Group Captain A.L. Godman, CMG DSO 1928-31
Group Captain R H. Verney, OBE 1931-34
Group Captain H. Gordon-Dean, AFC 1934-37
Group Captain ].H. Simpson 1937-40
Group Captain L.T.N Gould, MC 1940-42
Group Captain C.. Ellen, DFC 1942-43
Group Captain G.P. Chamberlain, OBE Jan-Jun 1943
Group Captain S.L. Quine, MC 1943-44
Group Captain G. Thripp 1944-45
Group Captain N.F. Simpson, OBE 1945-46
Group Captain A.T. Monks 1946-48
Group Captain H.A. Evans-Evans 1948-52
Group Captain A.T. Monks 1952-53
Group Captain B. Robinson, CBE 1953-55
Group Captain D.N. Kington-Blair-Oliphant, OBE 1955-58
Group Captain A.P. Chamberlain 1958-59
Air Commodore H.G. Leonard-Williams, CBE 1959-61
Air Commodore W.D. Disbrey, CBE AFC 1961-64
Air Commodore C.R.C. Howlett 1964-65
Group Captain A.F. Ward ,OBE 1965-66
Air Commodore C.S. Betts, CBE 1966-67
Group Captain N.W. Maskell 1967-69
Group Captain F.C. Padfield 1969-71
Group Captain W. Ormrod 1971-74
Group Captain F.M. Holroyd 1974-76
Group Captain ].M. Walker 1976-77
Group Captain P.J. Hector 1977-80
Group Captain D.G. Harrington 1980-82
Group Captain K.G. Lewis 1982-84
Group Captain M.RM Heyes 1984-87
Group Captain R.C.R Johnston, MBE 1987-89
Group CaptainR.J. Holt 1989-91
Group Captain C.M. Davison 1991-
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EX-APPRENTICES OF AIR RANK

T 2 i

Electrical & Wireless School and

No.1 Radio School
Rank Name School  Entry

Mshl RAF Sir Keith Williamson GCB AFC ~ Cranwell 50th
Air Chf Mshl  Sir John Rogers KCB CBE Cranwell 49th
Air Mshl Sir Eric Dunn KBE CB BEM Cranwell 48th
AVM H.B. Wrigley CB CBE Cranwell 12th
AVM S.W.B. Menaul CB CBEDFC AFC Cranwell 25th
AVM L. Moulton CB DFC Cranwell 25th
Air Cdre W.C. Cooper F/Down 5th
Air Cdre A.D.Messenger CBE Cranwell 14th
Air Cdre J. Goodman CBE Cranwell 25th
Air Cdre J.A. Holmes DFC Cranwell 29th
Air Cdre K. Hellawell Cranwell 3lst
Air Cdre A.].B.Clements Cranwell 32nd
Air Cdre R.L. Top AFC Cranwell 35th
Air Cdre J. Mathews Cranwell 38th
AirCdre G.C.D. Goodman CBE Cranwell 44th
Air Cdre ]J.D. Jones DFC Cranwell 44th
AirCdre W.].J. Northmore CBE Cranwell 52nd
Air Cdre RE. Gladding CBE Cranwell 53rd
Air Cdre M.].S. Palmer Locking  91st

1943% 1993
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF
HlS TORICAl MNDMARKS

Doz o /i i

No.1 Radio School

1915

1918

1919
1922

1929
1940
1943
1950

1952
1964

1965

1966
1970
1976

1978

1985

1987

1988/
1989

1993

School for training wireless operators formed at Farnborough, Hants by
the Royal Flying Corps.

School transferred to the Royal Air ForceasNo. 1 (T) Wireless School and
moved to Flowerdown, Winchester, Hants.

School renamed Electrical and Wireless School.

First entry of Aircraft Apprentices attested at Flowerdown for training as
Wireless Operator Mechanics.

School transferred to RAF Cranwell.
Renamed No. 1 Signals School.
Renamed No. 1 Radio School on 1st January.

No. 1 Radio School moves to RAF Locking, except Aircraft Apprentices
who remain at Cranwell as No. 6 Radio School.

Aircraft Apprentice training rejoins No. 1 Radio School, RAF Locking.

Lastentry of Aircraft Apprentices. First entries of Technician and Craft
Apprentices commenced training.

Air Electronics trade training moved to RAF Cosford. No. 1 Radio School
became responsible for ground electronics trade training.

Last entry of Aircraft Apprentices completed training at Locking.
First entry of Mechanic Apprentices commenced training.

End of all Ground Electronic A pprentice training. No. 1 Radio School as-
sumed responsibility for training the Electronic Technicians Synthetic
Trainer.

Reorganisation of the ground electronics trade group resulting in three
sub-specialisations (Airfields, Air Defence and Telecommunications).

YTS training commenced. Synthetic Trainer training moved to No. 2
School of Technical Training RAF Cosford.

Introduction of Trade Management Training for TG3 personnel.

Trade Group 11 training transferred progressively to No. 1 Radio School
from No. 2 School of Technical Training.

Amalgamation of the three specializations of Airfields, Air Defence and
Telecommunications into a single, multi-skilled Ground Electronics trade,
with a new single gate mechanic entry.

45
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LIST OF COURSES/TRADES
TAUGHT AT No. l RADIO SCHOOl

W i
1943 - 1993
1943 Type X Course
1943 Teleprinter Operators - American

1943-44 Instructors Course

1943-44 Advanced Signals (Long and Short Course)
1943-44 Wireless Operators (Air) - Maintenance Course
1943 &45 Liberator Wireless Equipment Course

1943-45 Wireless Operator Mechanics

1943-45 Navigators W/T (Short Course)

1943-46 Wireless Operators (Air Gunners) - Allied Airmen
1943-46 Navigators W/T (Long Course)

1943-50 Radio Telephony Operators

1943-50 Teleprinter Operators - WRAF/RAF

1943-65 Aircraft Apprentices

1944 Signals (War - Long and Short Course)

1944 Radio Mechanics (Grd)

1944-45 Navigator W/T Refresher Course

1944-45 Wireless Mechanics Advanced Course

1944-47 Officers Signal (War) Course

1944-50 Wireless Operator Mechanics

1945 Specialist Signals (War) Course

1945 Radio Bursars

1945 French Wireless Mechanics (Refresher)

1945 Meteorologists - Teleprinter Training

1945 Wireless Operator (Air) - Initial Training Wing (Refresher Course)
1945 W.O.M. (Air) from Wireless Operator (Air) - Preparatory course
1945 Wireless Operator Mechanics (Conversion Course)

1945-46 Telegraphist II from Wireless Operator (Grd)
1945-46 Pre-commissioning Signals Course

1946 General Duties Officers Signals (War) Course
1946-47 Wireless Mechanic - Belgian
1947 Wireless Mechanic Advanced - Allied
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1947
1947-48
1949 & 52
1950-51
1950-55
1952-66
1953-55
1964-76
1967
1968
1969-72
1969-78
1970-72
1972-77
1974
1974-78
1974-78
1974-79
1976-85
1978

1978-93

1979

1983

1987
1988-92

1988

Signals Officer Radar Familiarisation Course

Polish Radio Fitters

Ground Wireless Mechanics

Wireless Fitter (Long Course)

Ground Wireless Mechanics (Inter Command)

Aircraft Apprentices (Grd/ Air) -Radar/Radio Fitters

Ground Wireless Fitter (Adv trg Part II Spec)

Craft and Technician Apprentices

Non-RAF Officers - Ground Radar

Malaysian Electronic Fitters (Grd)

Electronic Fitter (Ground Radar) - Non-MoD personnel
Electronic Fitter (Grd Radar/Comms)

Mechanic Apprentices

Electronics Fitter (Ground Radar) - overseas airmen

Electronic Mechanic (Ground Comms) - overseas airmen
Overseas Mechanics (Ground Radar)

Electronic Mechanic (Ground and Aifield Radar) - overseas airmen
Overseas Officers (Ground Radar)

Electronic Technician Synthetic Trainer

Electronic Technician Telecommunication / Airfield / Air Defence -
direct entry (DE)

Electronic Mechanic Telecommunication/ Airfield / Air Defence -
direct entry

Electronic Technician Telecommunication/ Airfield /Air De
fence - further training (FT)

Electronic Technician Telecommunication/ Airfield /Air De
fence - overseas airmen

Trade Management Training - Trade Group 3

Telecommunication Operator Conversion (from Telephonist) -
TCOB

Telecommunications Operator (Basic) - TCO

47
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BIBLIOGRAPHY
NOTES & REFERENCES
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The Poacher’s Brats, by Frank Whitehouse

Watch Opened, by MAEOp R.V. Radford MBE.

No. 1 Radio School Museum - archival reference material.
The Flowerdown Link 1918 - 1978, by Sqn Ldr L.L.R. Burch.
Air Historical Branch - archival reference material.

The Locking Review/ Airwaves 1962 - 1992.
Weston-super-Mare Museum - archival reference material.

® NS Gk N

Weston-super-Mare Library - archival newspaper reports.

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Keith Williamson GCB AFC -
Cranwell Apprentice.

Air Marshal Sir Eric Dunn KBE CB BEM CEng MRAeS RAF (Ret’d)
Cranwell Apprentice.

Squadron Leader I.A. Macpherson - OC Communications
Operations Squadron.

WO D.J. Reid - Locking Apprentice (present School Training Wing
Adjutant).

Mr Trevor Ward - Senior Burnham Lecturer.
Mr Archie Latto - Burnham Lecturer.
Mr John Caiger - Instructional Officer.

Mr Walter Strachan CBE FRAeS - Ex-Managing Director of the
Locking Shadow Factory.

Mr Arthur Howell - RAF Locking photographer.
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